‘Orange OKs linking '
development to jobs
beyond leg of beltway

By Will Wellons
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The lure of a new international
headquarters for a Christian minis-
try persuaded Orange County com-
missioners Tuesday to expand their
growth boundaries and allow urban
development on a remote lake near
Orlando International Airport.

Commissioners opened up 1,137
acres of ranch land in scutheast Or-
ange for more than 5,000 homes and
apartments, a business park and
several shopping centers. The devel-
opment, on Lake Hart, would go
along with the international head-
quarters for Campus Crusade for
Chirist.

The worldwide ministry wanted
to be located near homes and of-
fices. With the county’s approval,

. Campus Crusade will begin raising
$30 million to build a complex three
miles north of the Osceola County

line, It will include a 327,000-square-

foot headquarters and retreat center
along the lake’s shores.

County approval came four years
after Campus Crusade decided to

come to Orlando. And it took three
different commission votes to get
the deveiopment approved. But Le-
roy Eger, a director with Campus
Crusade, never doubted the olt-
come, .

“I have been expecting it,” Eger
said. “This is where God wanted
us 1"

The ministry has temporary of-
fices on Sand Lake Road.

In a daylong hearing to change
their growth plans, commissioners
also took the first step to allow moie
urban development around Walt
Disney World and near the north-
west Orange County oommumty of
Tangerine,

The Lake Hart project was the
only itermn facing final approval. And
to get the development approved,
commissioners had to expand the
urban area where the county allow:
intensive development and provides
costly services such as water and
sewer lines.

The higgest stumbling block for
commissioners was whether o pass
a regulation that the new homes
would not be allowed if Carnpus
]

Chapin and planners consider
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Crusade backed off its plans. .

The Lake Hart development will
be split by the newest leg of the
beltway around Orlando. And
county planners and Chairman
Linda Chapin wanted an order
that no new homes would be al-
lowed outside the beltway unless
Campus Crusade began construc-
tion on headquarters that could
create nearly 1,000 jobs,

ty’s growth plan was flawed and
that commissioners should put
more homes near the airport. '

“The linkage is to the airport.
That is where the jobs are and
continue to be,” Pignone said.

Lake Hart property owner Mau-
ry Carter had threatened to with-
draw his plans — and consider
having his land annexed into the
city of Orlando — if commission-
ers tied approval to the construe-
tion of Campus Crusade.

Carter’s attorney, Egerton K.

the Lake Hart development un-

controlied, sprawling growth un- 1 ¢

less it is linked to jobs in the area.
Under a compromise commis-
sioners approved 4-2, construction
of homes and shops outside the
beltway will be phased in after
1996, even if the ministry head-
quarters are never built.
Commissioners Fran Pignone,
Bob Freeman, Tom Staley, and
Mary Johnson supported the com-
promise. Chapin and Commission-

van den Berg said it would be un-:
fair to tie Carter’s plans to Cam-

pus Crusade because the ministry
has no timetable te build.

Ministry officials have said con-
struction will start as soon as
money is raised.

Commissioners Tuesday also
agreed to send several growth
plan changes to the state for ap-

proval. If state planners give their-
OK, the county is expected to pass

the changes. They would:
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